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Digital Baboon: Curating 30 years of Primatology Research Data
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Jane Phillips-Conroy, PhD.
Research Interests

Digitization

• Focus on how behavioral, demographic, and ecological
variables function to influence the population structure of
free-ranging primates
• Center on a long-term study of the hybrid zone between
the anubis and hamadryas baboons in the Awash
National Park in Ethiopia

• Images
• Currently working with ~2000 images
• Scanned at 4000 pixels on the long end
• Field Sheets
• ~1400 scans
• Scanned at 600 dpi

Research Methods

Metadata
• Standard(s):
• Dublin Core
• Darwin Core
• Encoded at the
capture event level

Data Collected
Tooth casts
Palm prints
Images
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GIS & Anthropology Librarian
Washington University in St. Louis
j.moore@wustl.edu

• Folders organized by location>year>object
• Naming conventions (ET_OBJ_YYYYMMDD_ID#)

• Capture and biological sampling of over 1600 animals in
13 social groups
•
•
•
•
•

Data Librarian
Washington University in St. Louis
chudson@wustl.edu

Jennifer Moore
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Preservation
• Secure storage
• On & off-site backups

Mission

• Advance Dr. Phillips-Conroy’s research by making it open and discoverable to
the world
• Facilitate future research on baboon species
• Curate and preserve both the physical, born digital, and digitized objects
resulting from Dr. Phillips-Conroy’s research
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Future Development
Digitization

Vision

• Tooth casts
• Hair samples
• Palm prints

• Create and maintain a public web site of the research outputs of Dr. PhillipsConroy’s research
• Provide enough detail to the data that other researchers may be able to use the
data and collect comparable data for cross-species analyses
• Apply preservation best practices for both the physical and digital objects

Preservation
• Checksums
• Mirrored repository

Public Web Site
• Data access
• Videos
• Oral history

Workflow

Physical Objects
• Preserved in University Archives
• 3D prints for teaching and research
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